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Jesus sald to them, "Have you
never read INn the Scriptures:
The stone the bullders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

the Lord has done this,
and It Is marvelous In our
eyes'?’

e

- Matthew 21:42 -
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Kingdom Come - Part 3

This year we have been discussing the magnificent and eternal
supremacy of God's kingdom in contrast to the fleeting and secondary
kingdoms of this world. As | have pondered this over the past months,
one thing | have been amazed by is the desire and ability of God to
work in the lives of individuals. When we think about earthly kingdomes,
their rulers work above the people — rarely meeting face to face with
their citizens, let alone being involved In their daily lives. On the other
hand, God came to dwell among us, even though he is the King of
kings and Lord of lords. He remains intrinsically involved in every aspect
of our lives — meeting us In our mess, caring, nurturing, healing,
fighting for us and transforming our lives for the better — not just now
but for eternity.

We see this in Matthew himself. A mere individual among a world full
of people. Formally a despised tax collector whose life was changed by
Jesus as he walked, talked, and journeyed with God made flesh. After
experiencing the transforming work of Jesus in his own life, he wrote
this account to prove that Jesus is the Messiah (anointed one), the
eternal King, and to explain the implications of all of this to his readers.

As we enter into Part 3 of this series, we find ourselves in the midst of a
collection of Jesus’ teachings as he prepares his followers for the cross.
In these teachings, Jesus urges those listening to consider their
iIndividual responsibility to respond to God's offer of himself. God has
come and dwelt and drawn close to them. But will they remain in their
earthly ways, or choose to reside in God's kingdom and live life his way?
The question Is just as relevant for us as it was for those who walked
with Jesus all those years ago. Will we choose to become citizens of
God’'s kingdom, amend our lives to live his way, and faithfully steward
the message of salvation he entrusts to us? | pray that for each of us, as
we choose to make Jesus King and Lord of our lives, that his kingdom
may come through us — just as it Is In heaven.

Every blessing,
Rev'd Scott Windred
St Barnabas Sunnybank
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Warming up:
What was the best job you've ever had? Was it the best paying job?

Read: Matthew 20.1-16
1.Tell the story of this parable in your own words.
2.What does Jesus say this parable is about in v.1?
3.Do you see any difficulties or contradictions in this parable?
4.Who are the characters? Who do they represent?
5.What sort of attitudes do you think Jesus is responding to in this
parable? (Hint: see Matthew 19:16 and Matthew 19:13)
o.In Matthew 19:30 and Matthew 20:16, Jesus says “the last will be
first”. What do you think his main point is in saying this?
7.What is the point of correction in this passage? Where is the hope
here?
8.What do vv.13-15 tell us about God?
9.Where does this passage fit in the story of Jesus' life? Why tell it
Nnow~
10.How could you share the gospel with a friend using this passage?

Rubber hits the road:
Think back on your week. Write down one thing you are thankful for on

each day of the last week (at least seven different things). Reflect on
how you can bring gratitude for God’s salvation into your day, each day.

Prayer
Generous Jesus, thank you that your salvation is a gift to us. Thank you
for what you went through to redeem us. Help us to work in your
vineyard faithfully and diligently, passionately sowing and reaping a
harvest for your glory. Forgive us when we are miserly and selfish.
Help us love like you love us.
Amen!
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Warming up:
ave you ever been one to procrastinate? If so, why?

Read: Matthew 21:23-32
1.Just prior to the parable, the authority of Jesus is being questioned.

What do you think Jesus is saying about his authority in the Parable
of the Two Sons?
2.What do you think Jesus is saying about the faith of the chief priests
and elders?
3.What do you learn about the heart of each son in this parable?
4.Who do you think the father in the parable represents?
5.In Jesus’ context, which groups of people do you think are
represented by the first son? And which groups of people are
represented by the second son?
6.Both sons have actions that do not match their words, yet one Is
noted as doing the will of his father. What do you think the parable
Is telling us about words and actions when it comes to faith? What
Is Jesus’ point?
7.Can you describe a time when you have responded and acted like
the first son? And like the second son?
Rubber hits the road:
Like the father in our parable, God calls us to ‘go and work’. How do you
feel God is calling you into action? What excuses might you have for
not doing the work to which God is calling you? How might this
parable help you to overcome these excuses?

Prayer
O God,
you declare your almighty power, chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
mercifully grant us such a measure of your grace that,
running in the way of your commandments, we may obtain your
gracious promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Taken from APBA pg 586)
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Warming up:
What is the most privileged position you have had?

Read: Matthew 21:33-46

1. There are lots of different characters in this parable. Who do you think
they represent? (Landowner, Vineyard, Farmers, Servants, Son)

2. Who is this parable directed towards? (see v.45)

3. In v.33, how does the landowner prepare his vineyard so that it will be
profitable for the farmers? Why is this significant?

4. In v.34, do you think it was reasonable for the landowner to expect
fruit from his vineyard?

5. What do you think vv.35-39 are talking about?

o. At this point in Jesus' life, he has not yet been beaten and killed.
What does this tell us about Jesus’ knowledge of all things?

7. What do v.40-41 tell us about the expectations of God regarding the
Israelites’ privileged position?

8. Why do you think Jesus quotes from Psalm 118:22-23 in v.427

9. What do you think v.43 is talking about?

10.Read Isaiah 5:1-7. What similarities do you see between the two
passages?

Rubber hits the road:

If we have heard, understood, and accepted the good news of Jesus, we
now live in a wonderfully privileged position - as not only children of
God but also as people who carry the message of eternal life. Take
some time to ponder the position you are in, and answer the question:
Am | being faithful with this privileged position? What else can | do to
be a good and faithful steward of what God has entrusted to me?

Prayer
Loving God, it is life's greatest privilege to be created by you as a one-of-
a-kind and to hold your message of eternal life within our hearts. Please
help us to be good and faithful stewards of all you have entrusted to us.
Amen.
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Warming up:
What are the best and worst weddings you've been to?

Read: Matthew 22:1-14
1. Get a plece of paper and draw four pictures telling this story.
2.Who are the characters in this parable? Who do they represent?
3. This parable is told right after the parable of the evil tenants in
Matthew 21:33-46. What do these parables have in common?
4.What do the king's preparations tell us about him? What do they
tell us about God?
5.What do the responses of those invited the first time tell us about
them?
6.What does the response of the king tell us about him?
7.How do you think the second group of people would have felt
about being invited? (See also: Revelation 19:6-9)
8.Who is kicked out of the banquet? Why do you think this happens?
9.What does this parable tell us about ourselves?
10.What does this parable tell us about God?
11.Pick a verse which summarises this passage best.

Rubber hits the road:
How can we respond to Jesus’ invitation to be part of his great feast?
What habits or attitudes can we ‘clothe’ ourselves with this week?

Prayer

Heavenly King, we thank you for inviting us to your great wedding
supper. Thank you for Jesus, who gives righteousness, justice, and
mercy. Holy Spirit, clothe us with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience.

Amen.
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"So the last will be first, and the
first will be |last”

- Matthew 20:16 -
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