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'Then he said to his disciples,
"The harvest Is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of

the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field."

- Matthew 9:37-38 -
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Kingdom Come - Part 2

At the coronation of King Charles Ill, the Archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby said, “the King of Kings, Jesus Christ, was anointed not to
be served, but to serve.... His throne was a Cross. His crown was made of
thorns. His regalia were the wounds that pierced his body. Each of us is
called by God to serve. Whatever that looks like in our own lives, each of
us can choose God's way today. We can say to the King of Kings, God
Imself, as does the King here today, ‘give grace that in thy service |
may find perfect freedom’'. In that prayer there Is promise beyond
measure, joy beyond dreams, hope that endures. By that prayer, for
every King, every ruler, and, yes, for every person for all of us, we are
opened to the transforming love of God.”

This year, we are on a three-part journey through the Gospel of
Matthew in our series ‘Kingdom Come." Through Matthew's Gospel, we
are seeing and learning how a despised tax collector had his life
changed by Jesus, how he wrote his Gospel to prove that Jesus is the
Messiah (anointed one), the eternal King, and to explain God's kingdom
to his fellow Jews.

The true purpose of God's anointed one was to die for all people to free
them from sin’s oppression. Jesus came to earth to make the Kingdom
of God known to us and to show us that his full kingdom will be
realised at his return. My hope as we continue to journey through
‘Kingdom Come’ is that we will see how Jesus is revealed as the King of
KIngs who came not to be served, but to serve, and how we are called
to live as one of his disciples!

As we read Matthew's Gospel, may we each listen to Matthew's clear
message that Jesus is the Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords.
May we each make Jesus King of our life as he calls us to be part of
mMaking his kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.

Every blessing,
Rev'd Christopher Bate
Holy Spirit Algester
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Warming up: Have you ever been on an adventure? Where did you go?
How did it feel?

Read: Matthew 28:16-20

1.There are 11 disciples travelling together. Why are there only Tl
disciples?

2. The disciples are travelling from Jerusalem to a mountain in Galilee
to which Jesus had directed them. Traditionally, this mountain is
thought to be Mt Tabor, the same mountain on which Jesus was
transfigured (see Matthew 17:1-13). Why would this be significant for
the disciples?

3. After all the disciples had been through, why do you think some felt
that they could trust and worship, whereas others still doubted?

4. How much authority does Jesus say has been given to him? Why is
this significant?

5.With the authority he has, what does Jesus command us to do?

o.Why Is baptism important for those choosing to be disciples? What
does it signify?

7.How can we teach new disciples how to obey the teachings of
Jesus? How can we ourselves continue to learn and be taught?

8.The literal translation of the last line in this passage is, “| am with you
all day and all night, every day and every night, until the end of the
age”. Why would this be important for those disciples to hear? Why
IS this Important for us to know as we continue to obey this Great

Commission??

Rubber hits the road: What is one way that you can be intentional in
joining God In the great commission this week?

Prayer
We thank you Lord for inviting us to join you In your work in the world.
Holy Spirit, we ask that you would continue to sanctify us, and raise us
up as disciples. We ask also for your grace as we step out into your
world and seek to make disciples just as you have commissioned us to
do. In your service, for your honour, and for your praise, we pray all of
this in your precious name — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Warming up: Has anyone ever called on you to perform a special job?
How did you feel about being ‘called™

Read: Matthew 9:9-17

1.What does Jesus do in vw.9-137? How does Matthew respond?

2.What is the significance of Jesus eating at Matthew's house? How Is
Jesus bringing people together at this dinner?

3.Why are the Pharisees upset in v.11? How does Jesus respond?

4. \Who are people in your community whom others might class as
'sinners’, like Matthew? How can we reach out to them with Jesus’
call to follow?

5.In v.14, Jesus is again questioned about going to parties. Why are
John's disciples questioning him here? How does Jesus respond?

o.What is Jesus saying about fasting in v.157 |Is fasting a helpful
practice for followers of Jesus today?

7.0ver the next 8 weeks we'll see how Jesus prepared Matthew to live
out the Great Commission. What is his point about wine skins in
wV.16-177

8.How Is Jesus opening our minds In this passage?

Rubber hits the road: How might Jesus be calling you to follow him
over the next 12 months?

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you that you call us to follow you. Help our hearts to
be like new wine skins, ready to grow into the new things you are
calling us to be and to do. Thank you that you came to call sinners into
your kKingdom. Help us to embrace that call and to extend it to others.
Amen.
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Warming up: Have you ever been overwhelmed by a task? How did it
make you feel?

Read: Matthew 9:35-10:8

1.What stands out to you In this passage?

2.Describe what Jesus saw when he looked at the crowds?

3.What do you see when you look at your neighbourhood, the city,
and the world in which you live?

4. How can we become more sensitive to the needs of others? What
practical things can we do to grow in this way?

5.Many people are ready to give their lives to Christ if someone would
show them how. As a church and as disciples of Jesus, are we good
at showing someone how to live for Christ? Why / why not?

6.When Jesus calls you to follow him, how do you respond?

7.Jesus called people from all walks of life. How can he use you to help
proclaim the good news of the gospel and the Kingdom of God?

Rubber hits the road: This week, spend time in prayer each day praying
for people to respond to the need for workers. But also identify one

person that you can pray for and help show the way to Christ and invite
to church.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, we thank you that you have given us all authority. Help us
to grasp that authority and see your kingdom revealed as we walk
with you each day. Amen.



MG :
[ IRE

IFERER—IESESmRAIT[K? EiLfRETEI0A?

OXEE 98&35T-108E8T

| XEEXPIRENRERZINERA?

2.730;

SAESREB AN, MBI TEA?

3. 3R R EER/NX iﬂzrﬁ['ﬁgﬁiﬁ MBI TEA?
4%1I],’E\1‘ £ BEXY 'J)\E’]‘”i%ibl]'é&fﬁ? A 1R DASC PRt il & AR LL

AL ER R IK?

SEEA SRS ABIKERE, 2 ABEESTIHE DS

. (ENBEMBERNViE, RRSETFANBEHERTNT

\
79'

= _? jj ﬁb) jZ%jj AT

/

6. ‘*’HW%]%U’V]"EE%M’@HT {RA0{e] (o] ?
7 BRI AR TRURIA, MAAERIRREEIEHEEM LT ER

=
L%

27

ERANSXRHFEEH, BATAREMNS TRIFEKMITHE.
8, ‘H71|" 77 /\1’]"_JL,UJ1’@/§Z’ME$%E’JA, KEFE5|H/4t
EE‘U =B, FrEEBUAH/MRE =

55
FERER, FEA1RasR, RIEFFERNIRERLG F Ao
SKATRES BN A 138 XA, 1B A 1B XS {RIET1THY,
EIREENEZ. B




Warming up: If you were to describe the life of Jesus using just a few

words, what would you say? Do the words you would use include
comfortable, easy, and relaxed?

Read: Matthew 10:24-39

1.What has the ‘teacher’ just told the disciples in terms of what they
are to expect as his ‘students™? (See Matthew 10:16-23).

2.Why would people hate the disciples of Jesus?

3.Why does Jesus say that we shouldn’t be afraid?

4. What does Jesus say we should be afraid of?

5.In his commentary on this passage, J. C. Ryle says that 'following
Christ may mean that we are laughed at and ridiculed. But let us
not be l[aughed out of heaven!" What do you think he might mean
by this?

o.How do the stories In Daniel 6 and Acts 4:8-20 add to this theme?

7.Why do you think Jesus says that his message will bring division?
Was he right? Do you think the division comes from the message
or from the human heart?

8.Why do you think Jesus demands to be loved above all else? Is he
asking too much?

Rubber hits the road: How does this challenge your idea of what it
means and how much it costs to be a disciple of Jesus? Take some

time this week to ask God to take away your fear and replace them
with his love.

Prayer

Lord, we ask that you would grant us the courage to continually say

yes to your great commmission and to step out and share your good

news with those around us. Grant us your grace to share with hearts
full of love and compassion. Grant us resilience and knowledge of your
abounding love when times are tough. We pray, Lord, that your good

news would go forth throughout the whole world —and that you
would start with us. Our lives for your glory every day. Amen.
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Warming up: Describe a time when you have felt truly welcomed to a
new place.

Read: Matthew 10:40-42

1.What happens at the beginning of Matthew 10?7 What do you think
Jesus Is talking about here?

2.What does Jesus mean when he says: ‘Anyone who welcomes you,
welcomes me'™?

3.How can we ‘welcome’ Jesus into our daily lives?

4. Prophets and righteous people were respected in Jesus’ community
as people who put God first. What sort of rewards is Jesus talking
about in v.417?

5.How can Jesus’ words inform who we aspire to be as people?

6.How can Jesus’ words inform who we aspire to be as a
group/church?

7.Why is Jesus talking about ‘little ones’ in v.427? Who do you think
Jesus Is talking about?

8.Why is it important to show hospitality to those who are smaller or
weaker than us? What does this say about who we worship?

O.In Matthew 10, Jesus sends out his disciples and prepares them with
the words we have read in this chapter. How does Jesus still send us

Into the world today?

Rubber hits the road: How can we show hospitality with grace in our
daily lives? How can we receive hospitality with grace in our daily lives?

Prayer
God of welcome and grace, thank you that you welcome us into your
presence today and that you call us to welcome others. Help us to live
INto your mission for us, reaching out with your love into the
community, and receiving the hospitality of others with joy. Holy Spirit,
make us people of peace who bring honour to your name. Amen.
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Warming up: What is your first reaction when you are asked to change
your way of living or behaviour?

Read: Matthew 11:15-30

1.What stands out to you In this passage?
2.What does the rejection of the ministries of John the Baptist and

Jesus suggest about those who are rejecting them??

3.Jesus condemned the attitude of his generation, and they were
cynical and skeptical because he challenged their comfortable,
secure, and self-centered lives. Can you think of a modern-day
equivalent of this?

4. Too often we justify our inconsistencies because listening to God
may require us to change the way we live. Where or what is God

asking you to change in your life today?
5.1f God has opened our eyes to see and accept Jesus, what response

should that bring about Iin us?
o.How do Jesus’ words '‘come to me' and 'take up my yoke' help us

understand the gospel?
7.Using Matthew 11:28-30, how would you respond to someone who

says the Christian life is burdensome?
8.How often do we find ourselves looking for ‘rest for our souls’
elsewhere? What steps might we take to return to the one who

gives true rest?

Rubber hits the road: Draw a line down the middle of a piece of paper.
On one side write down one or two things/behaviours God is asking you
to change. On the other side write down what is making you weary and
welighing you down. Spend some time in prayer sharing these burdens
with God. When you are ready, burn the piece of paper, knowing what
was written on It you have entrusted to God.

Prayer
Gracious God, thank you that we can come closer to you, knowing that
the barrier of sin has been removed. Thank you for giving us true rest
for our soul and perfect peace in our heart and that in the midst of any
storm, your peace which passes human understanding remains.
Amen.
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Warming up: Do you enjoy gardening? Why / Why not?

Read: Matthew 13:1-23

1.Where is Jesus whilst he Is teaching this parable? To whom is he
speaking?

2.What reason does Jesus give for teaching in parables? (see vv.10-15)

3. What do you think it means when it says in v.15, 'For this people’s
heart has become calloused"?

4. Why do you think Jesus tells his disciples that 'many prophets and
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and
to hear what you hear but did not hear it"?

5.Where are the four places that the farmer scatters seed?

o.What happens to the seed in the four locations?
7.Who does the farmer represent, and what do the different locations

represent?
8.Why do you think the farmer scattered seed even on places which

had very little chance of growth? What does this tell us about God?
9.What else stands out to you In this parable?

Rubber hits the road: How can we ensure that our hearts are like that
good soft soil each day and don't become calloused? What are some
practical things we can do? Make a list of these things and put aside

some time this week to do them.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, we thank you that you don't give up on us. You keep on
chasing after us and you keep tilling up the soil of our hearts. Holy
Spirit, we ask that you would water our hearts today - refresh us and
grow In us a hunger to know you more —that we might produce a
harvest that honours you. Amen.
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Warming up: What do you think God’s kingdom is like?

Read: Matthew 13:24-30
1.What does Jesus compare the Kingdom of heaven to in this passage”?
2.What kind of seed does the sower plant? What type of seed does the
enemy plant? Who do you think these people represent?
3. Why does the farmer delay pulling up all the weeds at first? When
does he decide to pull up the weeds?
4. What happens to the wheat and what happens to the weeds?

Read: Matthew 13:36-43
1.Why does Jesus explain this passage to his disciples? What does this
tell us about parables?
2.Who do the various characters in the parable represent?

3.What does this parable tell us about the Kingdom of heaven? What
does it tell us about ourselves?

Read: Matthew 13:31-34

1.A mustard bush grows from a small seed into a bush as big as a
house. The bush gives shade to animals, food in the form of pods, and
spice through mustard seeds. Why does Jesus use this bush as an
example?

2.Yeast spreads quickly through dough and helps it rise. Why does
Jesus use this as an example of the Kingdom of heaven?

3. What do vv.34-35 tell us about Jesus' reasoning for using parables?

4. Which of these parables is your favourite and why?

Rubber hits the road: What do these parables tell us about the goodness

of God? How can we do our part in helping the goodness of God grow In
our lives?

Prayer
God of goodness and growth, thank you for inviting us into your
kingdom. Thank you for the seeds of the gospel which you plant in our
hearts. Help us to appreciate the way you do things, even when we don't
understand why. Holy Spirit, make us channels of your peace and love In
the world as we share your goodness with our neighbours. Amen!
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Warming up: What is most precious to you? Why is this thing so
precious?

Read: Matthew 13:44-58

1.Do you find these parables helpful as they seek to explain what the
kingdom of heaven is ‘like™?

2.Why do you think Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a
hidden treasure and a fine pearl?

3.1t seems that the person who finds the hidden treasure might have
stumbled across it, whereas the merchant who found the fine pearl
IS seeking it out. How might this be similar to how people find God'’s
kKingdom today?

4. \What do you think is the main message In vw.44-467

5.In the parable of the hidden treasure and the fine pearl, it is the
person who finds the kingdom, whereas in the parable of the net,
people are scooped up. Why do you think Jesus talks about God'’s
kingdom In these two different ways?

6.What do you think is the main message in vw.47-507 What does
Jesus want the disciples to understand?

7.Even though the people of Nazareth were amazed by Jesus’
teaching, why did they refuse him?? Do you think these reasons of
refusal are still the same today?

8.What do you think is the link between a lack of faith and a lack of

Mmiracles?

Rubber hits the road: Take some time this week to consider what Jesus
has said here about the kingdom of God. Ask God to help you
understand why it Is the most precious treasure —and allow the truth to
sink INnto your heart.

Prayer
God, you are King of kings and Lord of lords. This side of heaven we will
never understand your true glory, or how precious your kingdom really
Is. But we ask that by your Spirit's power, you might help us to glimpse
It and help our hearts and minds to grasp these heavenly mysteries.
May we know you more and more every day. Amen.
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Warming up: What is the most significant or memorable moment you
have had with God?

Read: Matthew 17:1-13
1.This passage begins by saying, ‘After six days..." What is this story
following on from? (see Matthew 16:21-28)
2.Who is with Jesus? Where do they go in v.17?
3.What happens to Jesus when he iIs transfigured? Why might this be
significant?
4.In v.3, which two men came and joined Jesus on the mountain?
5.Why do you think Moses and Elijah joined Jesus and not someone
else? What do you think they represent?
6.Why do you think they were talking about? (see Luke 9:31)
7.What is so significant about what happens in v.5?
8.What does Jesus say to James, John, and Peter while they are
coming down from the mountain?
9.What do you think Jesus is talking about in regards to Elijah?
10.After such a glorious and supernatural moment, why do you think
Jesus talks about how he must suffer at the hands of people?

Rubber hits the road: Knowing that one day you will see Jesus is all his
glory — just like the disciples did on the mountain - how does it shape

the way you live?

Prayer
Glorious God, thank you for the greatness, majesty, power, holiness,
and glory of Jesus. Thank you that he came to earth in human flesh so
that he may live the perfect life, die the death that we deserve, and rise
again to defeat death. We ask that you expand our vision and broaden
our horizons to see Jesus for who he is. May our lives be full of worship,
and may we see his glory every day. By your Holy Spirit, give us
boldness and courage to tell others about his majesty.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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“The kKingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field. When 3
man found It, he hid It again, and

then in his joy went and sold all
he had and bought that field.”

- Matthew 13:44% -
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