










The True Meaning of Reconciliation 

Introduction 

In our relationships, we all know that reconciliation matters. Yet when real hurt has 

taken place, when there has been no apology, or when the same wrong is repeated 

again and again, reconciliation is no longer an easy spiritual slogan. We begin to 

ask: How many times do I have to forgive? Does forgiving mean pretending that 

nothing happened? Does reconciliation mean I must immediately return to the 

relationship exactly as it was before? Today’s Gospel reading, Matthew 18:21–35, 

speaks directly into these struggles. Jesus does not ask us to avoid our wounds, 

nor does he ask us to abandon justice. Instead, he brings us before the mercy of 

the Father, so that we may rediscover this truth: true reconciliation begins with a 

heart that knows it has first received grace. 

1. Reconciliation begins when we see that we have first been forgiven 

Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or 

sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” From a human point of view, seven 

times already sounds generous. To be hurt again and again and still choose to let 

go seems like remarkable love. But Jesus replied, “I tell you, not seven times, but 

seventy-seven times.” This is not a command to keep counting until we reach a 

particular number. Rather, Jesus is showing us that forgiveness in the kingdom of 

heaven is not shaped by limits and calculations, but by the mercy of God. 



This passage follows Jesus’ teaching about how to respond when a brother or sister 

sins, and how the community is to seek restoration. True reconciliation is not 

simply pushing things down. It is not maintaining surface-level peace, and it is 

certainly not forcing the wounded person into silence. The starting point of 

reconciliation is to stand before God and acknowledge that we are people who live 

by grace. In the parable, a king wanted to settle accounts with his servants. One 

servant owed him ten thousand bags of gold, a debt roughly equivalent to the daily 

wages of a hundred million ordinary workers. It was an unimaginable debt, one he 

could never repay. This reminds us that before God, the deepest issue is not how 

much others owe me, but how much I myself have owed God. 

2. Reconciliation calls us to respond to others’ debts with mercy 

The Gospel reading then describes how the servant fell on his knees and begged 

for patience. His master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go. Here 

we see the heart of the gospel: God’s forgiveness does not come because we are 

able to repay what we owe, but because God is merciful. If we have not seen the 

depth of the forgiveness we have received, we will easily treat another person’s 

wrong against us as the biggest thing in our lives. But when we truly know that we 

are held by grace, we begin to learn to look at others through the lens of grace. 

Yet after receiving mercy, this servant went out and found a fellow servant who 

owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him, 



demanding payment. Notice the huge contrast between the two debts. Ten 

thousand bags of gold is beyond imagination; a hundred silver coins is about two 

or three months’ wages. Jesus is not saying that the hurt caused by others is 

unimportant, nor is he denying the need for justice. He is exposing a terrible 

contradiction: someone who has received huge mercy refuses to show mercy to 

another. The true meaning of reconciliation is not the removal of truth or 

responsibility. It is allowing God’s mercy to shape the way we handle truth and 

responsibility. This also resonates with today’s epistle reading from Romans 14:1–

14, which warns us not to judge our brothers and sisters according to our own 

preferences, but to recognise that the Lord alone is the true judge, and that his 

judgement is grounded in love and acceptance. 

3. Reconciliation is fulfilled as we forgive from the heart and live it out in the Lord 

Therefore, forgiveness is not the same as excusing sin, and reconciliation does not 

mean returning to a relationship with no boundaries. Earlier in Matthew 18, last 

week’s Gospel reading, Jesus taught us to face sin, admonish a brother or sister, 

and seek restoration. If someone refuses to repent, the matter must still be taken 

seriously. But within all of this, Jesus asks us a deeper question: Whose heart do 

you resemble? Are we like Lamech in Genesis 4:24, boasting in seventy-sevenfold 

revenge, or are we becoming like our heavenly Father, whose way is mercy? 

Reconciliation is not achieved through saving face, sheer endurance, or moral 

superiority. It begins with a heart cleansed by God. 



Jesus concludes, “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” This is also reflected in today’s Old 

Testament reading, where Pharaoh and the Egyptian army were overwhelmed by 

the sea because they remained trapped in the desire to keep Israelites as slaves, 

rather than receiving the opportunity God had given them to release the enslaved. 

When Jesus speaks of the heart, he is speaking about the centre of a person’s life. 

Polite words, saying “it’s fine” on the surface, or simply keeping distance cannot 

replace forgiveness from the heart. To forgive from the heart does not mean I no 

longer feel pain, nor does it mean the memory immediately disappears. It means I 

no longer allow revenge to rule my life. I hand judgement over to God, I entrust 

myself to God, and I ask God for the strength to respond to others with his mercy. 

Conclusion 

Dear brothers and sisters, the true meaning of reconciliation is not forgetting our 

wounds, but allowing the gospel to reign in the midst of them. It is not denying 

justice, but refusing to lose mercy as we seek what is right. It is not becoming a 

great person by our own strength, but humbly recognising that we are people who 

have first been forgiven. When we remember how the Lord has forgiven us, we can 

begin to release our grip from another person’s throat.  

May the Lord make us people with clean hearts, honest before him about our 

weakness, and strengthened by his grace to forgive, to seek restoration, and to live 

out the true meaning of reconciliation in the kingdom of heaven. Amen. 


